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               A Short Systematic Theology for 21st Century Christians 
 

                                     Part 5 – Soteriology  

                       section 4 Sanctification and Perseverance   
 

In our last session we looked at conversion, repentance and justification. 
Can you remember what these three terms mean?  
 
The doctrine of justification naturally leads on to that of sanctification. The 
state of justification calls for a life of sanctification, consecrated to the 
service of God.  
 
1. Nature and Characteristics of Sanctification. Sanctification may be 

defined as that gracious and 
continuous operation of the Holy 
Spirit by which He purifies the 
sinner, renews his whole nature in 
the image of God, and enables him 
to perform good works. While it is 
very decidedly a supernatural work 
of God, the believer can and should 
co-operate in it by a diligent use of 
the means which God has placed 
at his disposal: “Since we have 
these promises, dear friends, let us 
purify ourselves from everything 
that contaminates body and spirit, 

perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.” (II Cor. 7:1)  It consists of 
two parts: 1. The gradual removal of the pollution and corruption of 
human nature, “For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that 
the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves to sin” Rom. 6:6; “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the sinful nature with its passions and desires.” Gal. 5:24; and 2. the 
gradual development of the new life in consecration to God: “We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life.” Rom. 6:4,5.  
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2. The Imperfect Character of Sanctification in This Life. While 
sanctification affects every part of man, yet the spiritual development of 
believers remains imperfect in this life. They must contend with sin as long 
as they live: “Who can say, "I have kept my heart pure; I am clean and 
without sin"?” Prov. 20:9; “We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never 
at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in 
check.”  Jas. 3:2; “If we claim to be without sin we deceive ourselves and 
the truth is not in us.” I John 1:8. Their lives are characterized by a 
constant warfare between the flesh and the spirit, and even the best of 
them are still confessing sin: “Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did 
not cover up my iniquity. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the 
LORD"-- and you forgave the guilt of my sin.”  Ps. 32:5  “All of us have 
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy 
rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us 
away.” praying for forgiveness, “Have mercy on me, O God, according to 
your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions.” Ps. 51:1 and striving for greater perfection: “Not that I 
have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I 
press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.” Phil. 
3:12-14.  
 
While it’s true that we live a life of confession and repentance, we also live 
a life of victory as we spend the day in praise and proclamation. Romans 7  
laments the battle that is within us, e.g.: “For I have the desire to do what is 
good, but I cannot carry it out.” (v18). But in Romans 8 we have the 
proclamation: “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life 
set me free from the law of sin and death.” (1,2). He is able to do 
“immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us” Eph 3:20. 
 
3. Sanctification and Good Works. Sanctification naturally leads to a life 
of good works. These may be called the fruits of sanctification. Good works 
are not perfect works, but works that spring from the principle of love to 
God or faith in Him and have as their final aim the glory of God. “For we 
are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Ephesians 2:10  
 
4. Perseverance of the Saints. The expression 'perseverance of the 
saints' naturally suggests a continuous activity of believers whereby they 
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persevere in the way of salvation. As a matter of fact, however, the 
perseverance referred to is less an activity of believers than a work of God, 
in which believers must participate. Strictly speaking, the assurance of 
man's salvation lies in the fact that God perseveres. Perseverance may be 
defined as that continuous operation of the Holy Spirit in the believer, by 
which the work of divine grace that is begun in the heart, is continued and 
brought to completion. This doctrine is clearly taught in Scripture, e.g.: 
John 10:28, 29. "And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who hath 
given them unto me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them 
out of my Father's hand."  
II Tim. 1:12. "For which cause I suffer also these things: yet am I not 
ashamed; for I know Him whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that 
He is able to guard that which I have committed unto Him against that day."  
Rom. 11:29; also: Phil. 1:6; II Thess. 3:3; 4:18. It is only when we believe in 
this perseverance of God that we can in this life attain to the assurance of 
salvation, Heb. 3:14; 6:11; 10:22; II Pet. 1:10.  
 
Other scriptures: 
a. Sanctification as a work of God: 
I Thess. 5:23. "And the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and may 
your spirit and soul and body be preserved entire, without blame, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."  
Heb. 2:11. "For both He that sanctifieth and they that are sanctified are all 
of one: for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren."  
b. Man's co-operation in sanctification: 
Heb. 12:14. "Follow after peace with all men, and the sanctification without 
which no man shall see the Lord."  
c. The mortification of the old man: 
Rom. 6:6. "Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the 
body of sin might be done away, so that we should no longer be in 
bondage to sin."  
Gal. 6:24: "And they that are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
the passions and the lusts thereof."  
d. The quickening of the new man: 
Eph. 4:24. "And put on the new man, that after God hath been created in 
righteousness and holiness of truth."  
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Col. 3:10. "And have put on the new man, that is being renewed unto 
knowledge after the image of Him that created him."  
f. good works: 
“let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  Matt 5:16 
 
Perseverance of the saints: 
II Tim. 4:18. "The Lord will deliver me from every evil work, and will save 
me unto His heavenly kingdom: to whom be the glory for ever and ever."  
 
For Further Study:  
a. Can you infer anything from the following passages as to the time of 

complete sanctification? Phil. 
3:21; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 14:5; 
21:27?  
b. What parts of man does 
sanctification affect according to 
Jer. 31:34; Phil, 2:13; Gal. 5:24; 
Heb. 9:14?  
c. What does the word 'perfect' 
(cf. Auth. Ver.) mean in the 
following passages: I Cor. 2:6; 
3:1, 2; Heb. 5:14; II Tim. 3:16?  
Questions for Review  
 
1. What is sanctification, and 

how does it differ from justification?  
2. Is it a work of God or of man?  
3. Of what two parts does sanctification consists?  
4. What proof is there that it is incomplete in this life?  
5. What are good works in the strict sense of the word?  
6. Are good works meritorious or not? Are we not taught that they are 
rewarded?  
9. 1n what sense are good works necessary?  
10. What is meant by the perseverance of the saints?  
 
Song: Purify my heart 
 
Acknowledgement:  
Notes in this session are taken largely from Louis Berkhof “Systematic Theology” 


