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                    A short Systematic Theology for 21st century Christians 
                  

             Part 5 – Soteriology or the Doctrine of Salvation -  
 

                      section 1 Introduction to Soteriology  
                            and Common Grace 
 
Introduction to Soteriology: 
Soteriology comes from the Greek σωτηρία sōtēria "salvation" from 

σωτήρ sōtēr "saviour, 
preserver" + 
λόγος logos "study" or "word". 
Hence it means the study of 
Salvation.   
Jesus means “Saviour”. If 
that’s so, then what are we 
saved from? In the first place, 
Romans 5:9 says: “Having 
now been justified by His 

blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” Rom 5:9 
 
We will be exploring this salvation under the following headings:  
 
1. Common Grace  
What are the undeserved blessings that God gives to all people, both 
believers and unbelievers? How does understanding common grace affect 
our lives? 
 
2. Calling and regeneration 
What is the Gospel message? How does it become effective? What does it 
mean to be born again? 
 
3. Conversion (Faith and Repentance) 
What is true repentance? What does saving grace mean?  
 
4. Sanctification and Perseverance 
How do we grow in Christian maturity? What are the blessings of Christian 
growth? Can true Christians lose their salvation? How can we know if we 
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are truly born again? 
 
5. Baptism in the Holy Spirit and Union with Christ 
Should we seek a “baptism in the Holy Spirit” after conversion? What does 
it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit? What does it mean to be “in Christ” 
or “United with Christ”? 
 
Common Grace 
Jesus gives an example of common grace when He states: “He causes his 
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous.” Matt 5:45. As a response to this, He calls us to love our 
enemies and pray for those who persecute us Matt 5:44. God’s grace is 
unconditional and so should our love be. Furthermore Luke 6:35,36 says: 
“Love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting 
to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons 
of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” 

 

Another aspect that demonstrates common grace is that the whole 
universe is sustained by the Word of God. This is declared in Hebrews 
where it says: “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.” Heb 
1:3. But it’s only by grace that God does this; God declared at the 
beginning that if mankind ate of the tree of knowledge of Good and evil he 
would surely die. Gen 2:17. However, although he dies spiritually by being 
cut off from God’s presence, he did not immediately die physically. 
Moreover when we sin, we do not die immediately because of the grace of 
God. This grace that keeps us alive is defined as “common grace”. This is 
to distinguish it from “saving grace” which is the grace of God that brings 
us to salvation. 
 
Common grace is extended to all mankind, even though all men have a 
conscience and are without excuse in rejecting God: according to Romans 
1:20 “since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that men are without excuse.” And in Romans 
2:15 it speaks about the Gentiles who have never had the word of God 
saying: “the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their 
consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now 
even defending them.”  
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At this point we need to realise that the world deserves a complete 
annihilation as happened in the flood, when man’s thoughts and intentions 
were described as “only evil continually” Gen 6:5. Although we may not 
consider today’s society to have descended to such depths yet all sin is an 
affront to a holy and all-loving God and the penalty should be the same. 
Yet God in His grace has held back this judgement. 
 
In society God has placed governments and civil authorities such as the 
police to restrain human behaviour. Romans 13:4 says: “The government 
is God's servant working for your good.” Our conscience is put in the hearts 
of all men as an inner indicator of right and wrong. These are put there as 
general blessings from God without any distinction.  
 
To understand and 
believe in common grace 
will affect our attitude to 
those who are not yet 
believers. When Jesus 
healed the ten lepers in 
Luke 17:11-19, only one 
of them returned to give 
praise to God. Common 
grace is God’s 
unconditional love 
towards everyone. His great love and patience is shown by His care for all 
mankind, good and bad.  
 
Conclusion: 
The Doctrine of Common Grace should stir our hearts to much greater 
thankfulness to God. When we see families around us living in security, or 
when we do business or see the abundant results of technological 
progress, or when we walk through the woods and see the beauty of 
creation, or when we are protected by government, or when we are 
educated from the vast storehouse of human knowledge, we should realise 
not only that God in His sovereignty is ultimately responsible for all of these 
blessings, but also that God has granted them all to sinners who are totally 
undeserving  of any of them! These blessings in the world are not only 
evidence of God’s power and wisdom, they are also continually a 
manifestation of His abundant grace. The realisation of this fact should 
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cause our hearts to swell with thanksgiving to God in every activity of life. 
 
Questions for discussion: 
1 Before you studied this section, did you have a different viewpoint of the 
extent of God’s grace? Has your perspective changed? 
 
2 Do you know examples of where 
God has answered the prayers of 
unbelievers who were in difficulty, or 
answered your prayers for the needs 
of an unbelieving friend? Has it 
provided an opening for sharing the 
gospel? 
 
3. How does the fact that “all mankind 
are without excuse” (Rom 1&2) affect 
the way we relate to those who don’t 
yet believe?  
 
4. In what way will this doctrine 
change the way you relate to an 
unbelieving neighbour or friend? Will it 
tend to make you thankful for the good 
that you see in their lives? How do you 
think it might affect your relationship 
with that person in a more general 
sense? 
 
5. if you are kind to an unbeliever and he or she never comes to accept 
Christ, has it done any good in God’s sight? Do you think we have an 
obligation to give more effort to showing good to believers than to 
unbelievers? Can you name any passages that help in answering this 
question?  
 
Songs: 
Amazing grace (Newton/Tomlin);  
All people that on earth do dwell (Ps 100) 
Only by grace can we enter  
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