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                                  The character of God  
              Part 2.3 Communicable and incommunicable attributes 
                                      How is God different from us?  
                                Which of His attributes can we share? 
Introduction: 
God’s character is rich and infinite; He is unfathomable by the human intellect, 
so any attempt to do so will always fall short, but meditating on His being brings 

great joy to the human soul. 
 
In order to discuss God’s 
attributes, Theologians most 
commonly adopt the 
classifications 
“Incommunicable” and 
“Communicable” attributes to 
distinguish between those 
attributes we cannot share, 
such as his omnipresence or 
unchangeableness, and those 
we can such as his love sense 
of order. 

 
The Incommunicable Attributes. These emphasize the absolute distinction 
between God and the creature, and include the following:  

a. The independence or self-existence of God. This means that God has the 
ground of His existence in Himself, and unlike man, does not depend on 
anything outside of Himself. He is independent in His Being, in His virtues and 
actions, and causes all His creatures to depend on Him. The idea is embodied 
in the name Jehovah. From verses 1 to 9 on the separate sheet work in groups 
to find the ones that relate to these attributes. What other attributes can you find 
from them? Come together with the group and share what you have discovered. 

b. The immutability of God. Scripture teaches that God is unchangeable. He is 
forever the same in His divine Being and perfections, and also in His purposes 
and promises. This does not mean, however, that there is no movement in God. 
The Bible speaks of Him as coming and going, hiding and revealing Himself. He 
is also said to repent, but this is evidently only a human way of speaking of God 
and really indicates a change in man's relation to God. From verses 10 to 17 
find attributes relating to these themes. 

c. The infinity of God. This means that God is not subject to limitations. We can 
speak of His infinity in more than one sense. Viewed in relation to His being, it 
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may be called His absolute perfection. He is unlimited in His knowledge and 
wisdom, in His goodness and love, in His righteousness and holiness. Seen in 
relation to time, it is called His eternity. While this is usually represented in 
Scripture as endless duration it really means that He is above time and 
therefore not subject to its limitations. For Him there is only an eternal present, 
and no past or future. Viewed with reference to space, it is called His immensity. 
He is everywhere present, dwells in all His creatures, filling every point of 
space, but is in no way bounded by space. From verses 18 to 26 find attributes 
relating to these themes 

d. The simplicity of God. By ascribing simplicity to God we mean that He is not 
composed of various parts, such as the body and soul in man, and for that very 
reason is not subject to division. The three persons in the Godhead are not so 
many parts of which the divine essence is composed. The whole being of God 
belongs to each one of the Persons. Hence we can also say that God and His 
attributes are one, and that He is life, light, love, righteousness, truth, and so on.  

2. The Communicable Attributes. These are the attributes of which we find 
some resemblance in man. It should be borne in mind, however, that what we 
see in man is only a finite (limited) and imperfect likeness of that which is infinite 
(unlimited) and perfect in God. Here we have:  

a. The knowledge of God. This is that perfection of God whereby He, in a 
manner all His own, knows Himself and all things possible and actual. God has 
this knowledge in Himself, and does not obtain it from without. It is always 
complete and always present in His mind. And because it is all-comprehensive, 
it is called omniscience. He knows all things, past, present and future, and not 
only the things that have real existence, but also those which are merely 
possible. From verses 27 to 31 find attributes relating to these themes  
 
b. The wisdom of God. God's wisdom is an aspect of His knowledge. It is the 
virtue of God which manifests itself in the selection of worthy ends and in the 
choice of the best means for the realization of those ends. The final end to 
which He makes all things subservient is His own glory. From verses 32 to 34 
find attributes relating to these themes  
 
c. The goodness of God. God is good, that is, perfectly holy in Himself. But this 
is not the goodness we have in mind here. In this connection we refer to the 
divine goodness that reveals itself in doing well unto others. It is that perfection 
which prompts Him to deal kindly and bounteously with all His creatures. From 
verses 35 to 38 find attributes relating to these themes.  
 
d. The love of God. This is often called the most central attribute of God, but it is 
doubtful whether it should be regarded as more central than the other 
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perfections of God. In virtue of it He delights in His own perfections and in man 
as the reflection of His image. It may be considered from various points of view. 
The unmerited love of God which reveals itself in pardoning sin is called His 
grace. That love relieving the misery of those who are bearing the 
consequences of sin is known as His mercy or tender compassion. And when it 
bears with the sinner who does not heed the instructions and warnings of God it 
is named His longsuffering or forbearance, From verses 39 to 44 find attributes 
relating to these themes  
 
e. The holiness of God. God's holiness is first of all that divine perfection by 
which He is absolutely distinct from all His creatures, and exalted above them in 
infinite majesty. But it denotes in the second place that He is free from all moral 
impurity or sin, and is therefore morally perfect. In the presence of the holy God 
man is deeply conscious of his sin. From verses 45 to 49 find attributes relating 
to these themes  
 
f. The righteousness of God. The righteousness of God is that perfection by 
which He maintains Himself as the Holy One over against every violation of His 
holiness. In virtue of it He maintains a moral government in the world and 
imposes a just law on man, rewarding obedience and punishing disobedience. 
The justice of God which manifests itself in the giving of rewards is called His 
remunerative justice; and that which reveals itself in meting out punishment is 
known as His retributive justice. The former is really an expression of His love, 
and the latter of His wrath. From verses 50 to 52 find attributes relating to these 
themes. 

g. The veracity of God. This is that perfection of God in virtue of which He is 
true in His inner being, in His revelation, and in His relation to His people. He is 

the true God over against the idols, knows 
things as they really are, and is faithful in the 
fulfilment of His promises. From the last point 
of view this attribute is also called God's 
faithfulness. From verses 53 to 55 find 
attributes relating to these themes. 
 
h. The sovereignty of God. This may be 
considered from two different points of view, 
namely, His sovereign will, and His sovereign 
power. The will of God is represented in 
Scripture as the final cause of all things. On 
the basis of Deut. 29:29 it is customary to 

distinguish between the secret and the revealed will of God. The former is the 
will of God's decree, which is hidden in God and can be known only from its 
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effects, and the latter is the will of His precept, which is revealed in the law and 
in the gospel. God's will respecting His creatures is absolutely free. The sinful 
deeds of man are also under the control of His sovereign will. The power to 
execute His will is called his omnipotence. That God is omnipotent does not 
mean that He can do everything. The Bible teaches us that there are some 
things which God cannot do. He cannot lie, sin, deny Himself. It does mean that 
He can, by the mere exercise of His will, bring to pass whatsoever He has 
decided to accomplish, and that, if He so desired, He could do even more than 
that. From verses 56 to 69 find attributes relating to these themes. 
 
 
From your study of the verses, fill in the table below with all the attributes of 
God you found. Which of these can be shared? Discuss to what extent. 

Attribute Shared?  Shared?  Shared? 

Immutable No     

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 
Conclusion: 
As we said at the beginning, God is infinite in attributes and as humans we can 
only understand in part. We hope that this meditation has been a joy and served 
to strengthen your faith.  
 
Songs: Ascribe greatness to our God the rock; How great is our God. 


