
A short Systematic Theology for 21st Century Christians 

We study theology to help us love Jesus more and help bring about the unity of the Church 

 

        Part 6 – The Church 

    Section 4: unleashing the Church  

         - practical goals for today’s church 

         What is the future for the Church?  

What can we do to help to prepare the Bride of Christ? 

 

Introduction: 
Today’s theme is possibly the most vital issue to understand and act upon. 
If we do it will cause a great advance of the Kingdom of God; there is a 

battle which when won 
will greatly hasten the 
coming of the Kingdom 
of God with the return of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We also have a great 
part to play. And it has 
to do with unleashing 
the power of the 
greatest body on earth, 
the Church: 
 
It all has to do with how 
we as individuals relate 
to the church. In our 
Western culture today 
there are two ways of 
perceiving involvement 
in the church: The first 

is the most common: “I go to church to worship and to receive teaching and 
ministry. Then I live it out during the week.” The second is: “I am an integral 
part of the church body, belonging to it. My goal is to become totally one 
with every other member of the church where I live, starting with my 
household, my congregation and then my neighbourhood. I come to 
meetings firstly to give and then to receive.” 
 
The key difference here is “go to receive” or “belong to give”. God is all the 
time at work to make us a family; to fuse us together with one another. This 
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does not mean that we lose our individuality – we are all very different, like 
members of a body – arms, legs, eyes, etc (see 1 Corinthians 12:15-26 
and Romans 10:3-8). But it does mean that our every act is directed 
towards building the body of Christ. Just as a hand or foot has no purpose 
except to serve the body, so we focus all our attention on doing the same, 
rejecting any tasks that are not relevant to this end. As hands, feet, eyes or 
ears we have no purpose except as part of the body. Just as Jesus’ life 
was directed towards building His Church (Matt 16:18) so as Christ is in us, 
we too take on His goals and desires. 
 
Ephesians 4:15,16 says: “Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to 
become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, 
Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does 
its work.” There is no place for independence here. 
 
Another analogy for the Church in the scriptures is the Bride of Christ: “I 
promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a 
pure virgin to him. But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the 
serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your 
sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” 2 Cor 11:2-3. Paul here is not talking 
to the individual but to the Church. We have a corporate goal, not an 
individualistic one. Just as in an orchestra there are different instruments 
but all harmonise as one, or a football team works together to score goals 
and prevent the opposition doing so, or a construction company works 
together to build a house, so we dedicate ourselves to seeing the church 
built together into a “holy temple in the Lord” (see1 Peter 2:4-10) 
 
Specific goals for the church: 
Our first goal is to be the dwelling place of God, full of His presence. 1 
Peter 2:5 says: “You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house

 
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ.” But these spiritual sacrifices mean nothing if 
they are not issuing out of a genuine love and unity of the people gathered 
together.  
 
Jesus’ first act was to call twelve men to leave their lifestyle and be with 
Him for three years every day. This broke down their individualism and 
taught them to “be tender-hearted, loving one another with brotherly love; 
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in honour preferring one another” (Rom 12:10). In Oxford we have two 
community houses which help us to develop this love and service towards 
one another. Let’s pray that all our households are little churches! 
 
Goals for the church:  
It’s correct to put prayer as the main activity that will solve problems and 
bring the kingdom of God into being in the areas in which we live. But while 
prayer is the principle activity of the Church, if it is not accompanied by acts 
of love and faith it will be like watering a seed without first sowing it. James 
1:27 says: “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is 
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world.” Note that here there is no mention of 
prayer. Furthermore in Acts 10:4 the angel said to Cornelius: “Your prayers 
and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God.” 
Jesus said: “My house shall be called a house of prayer” (Matt 21:13). 
Prayer accompanied with thanksgiving, praise and worship is our principle 
daily task, but if it is not accompanied by acts of love with the goal of 
building the church, it is nothing. Jesus spent each day ministering to those 
around Him and He expects us to do the same. 
 
Suggestions to help build the Kingdom of God: 
-  Inasmuch as is possible make sure your household is focussed on this 
goal. Make your house a house of prayer and praise. 
 
- Pray together for the neighbourhood around you.  
 
- Invite neighbours for meals. Jesus said: “When you give a luncheon or 
dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or 
your rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be 
repaid. But when you give a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
the blind, and you will be blessed. 
Although they cannot repay you, you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous……..A certain man was 
preparing a great banquet and invited 
many guests.  At the time of the 
banquet he sent his servant to tell 
those who had been invited, ‘Come, 
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for everything is now ready.’ “But they all alike began to make excuses. 
The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please 
excuse me.’ “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on 
my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ “Still another said, ‘I just got 
married, so I can’t come.’ “The servant came back and reported this to his 
master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his 
servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in 
the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ “ ‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what 
you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ “Then the master told 
his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to 
come in, so that my house 
will be full. I tell you, not 
one of those who were 
invited will get a taste of 
my banquet.’ ” Luke 
14:12-24 
 
Conclusion: 
At the start of this 
discussion we said there 
are two ways of 
perceiving our 
involvement with the 
church. The first is individualistic and the second involves laying down our 
lives for Christ and His gospel. God wants us to be co-workers with Him, 
focussing on building His church. Let’s put our hand to the plough and not 
look back! As we do we will see the Church emerging in every 
neighbourhood, like a city on a hill, becoming again the main topic of 
conversation and causing unbelievers to come to the faith. Amen! 
 
Songs: Everyone needs compassion; For I’m building a people of power 
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